
Minutes of the Dowagiac City Council 

Monday, August 26, 2019 

 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Donald D. Lyons at 

7:00 p.m. 

  

Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor D. Lyons, Mayor Pro-Tem L. Laylin, Councilmembers P. Bakeman, C. 

Burling, J. Dodd, D. Lucas, B. Schuur, and Clerk J. Wilson. 

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

STAFF:  City Manager K. Anderson, Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean, Executive Secretary 

Bobbie Jo Hartline, Airport Manager Oscar Azevedo. 

  

Councilmember Dodd moved and Councilmember Laylin seconded the minutes of the  

August 12, 2019 Council Meeting be approved.  

 

APPROVED unanimously 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL  

None 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) 

Lady Corrin expressed comments on various topics concerning bicycles. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Councilmember Burling moved and Councilmember Lucas seconded the recommendation 

of the community Fly-In at the Municipal Airport and Pancake Breakfast on September 21, 

2019. 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS  
 

1. Councilmember Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Laylin.  

 

WHEREAS, on Monday, November 18, 1985 the City Council for the City of Dowagiac accepted 

a report from the Board of Canvassers certifying “that Bob B. Schuur having received a 

sufficient number of votes is elected Councilman – Second Ward, for a term to end 

November 1989”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the since November 18, 1985 Bob B. Schuur has been reelected by the voters of 

Ward 2, serving the community as Councilmember for 32 years, and becoming the longest 

continuously serving Councilmember in the history of the City of Dowagiac;  
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WHEREAS, since his election Bob B. Schuur has diligently pursued major projects that fulfill a 

vision for continually enhancing Quality of Life for the citizens of Dowagiac. Examples of 

this focus on enhancing the Quality of Life can be seen in his efforts to nurture the 

following projects to fruition: 

 

 The relocation of M-51 from the downtown and the reconstruction of the downtown 

streetscape. 

 The demolition of the former middle school and its redevelopment into the Donald D. 

Lyons Health Center. 

 The relocation of the Dowagiac Area History Museum. 

 The purchase and continuing development of Russom Park. 

 The purchase of blighted block across from City Hall and the development of the James 

E. Snow Building. 

 Improvements too numerous to mention at Riverside Cemetery; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council continues to act on opportunities to enhance the Quality of Life for the 

citizens of Dowagiac and has entered into agreements to construct a new park on Cass 

Avenue adjacent to the Dowagiac Creek witch will provide a place for persons of all ages 

to gather, fish, rest, and recreate. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of its 

City Council, does hereby name the new park on Cass Avenue adjacent to the Dowagiac 

Creek “Schuur Park” in recognition of his years of service, his continued vision for the 

Quality of Life, and his commitment to serve the citizens of the City of Dowagiac. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 

 

2. Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Burling.  

  

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing for 

the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, the city requires an update and redesign to the municipal website to allow the public 

to 24/7 access to City Hall services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the most qualified proposal was received from Revize in the amount of $9,700, 

including development and first year hosting, with an ongoing annual hosting/customer 

service fee of $2,400 annually, and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of its 

City Council, does hereby approve Revize to work with the City to redevelop the website 

for the fee of $9,700, including development and first year hosting, with an ongoing annual 

hosting/customer service fee of $2,400 annually. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 
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3. Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Lucas. 

 

WHEREAS, in 1962 an easement was granted to Wolverine Pipeline for construction of utilities 

and facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, an amendment to the easement is necessary for improvements to Wolverine 

Pipeline’s utilities and facilities. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council does hereby approve an 

Amendment of Easement with Wolverine Pipeline Company and designate the City 

Manager as signatory for said document upon final negotiations upon the price of 

the easement. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 

 

 

4.  Councilmember Burling offered and moved to table the following resolution as;   

seconded by Councilmember Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2019 City Council took action to designate 202 Bradley as a nuisance 

property and gave the property owner sufficient time to abate the nuisance; and 

 

WHEREAS, insufficient work has occurred to abate the nuisance; and 

 

WHEREAS, bids for demolition have been solicited to abate the nuisance by demolition as 

ordered by City Council action on April 22, 2019. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council will hereby award the 

bid for demolition of 202 Bradley to McDonald Underground Inc. in the amount of 

$4,825.00. 

 

TABLED – as construction work as begun again. 

 

 

5.       Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution;   

seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

 Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to 

 approve invoices and payroll #22  07/15/19 - 07/28/19. 

                    

 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and directed 

to pay the following bills and payroll due: (Roll Call) 

 

 

 

BILLS  PAYROLL  TOTAL 

$708,539.35  $118,655.53  $827,194.88 
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ADOPTED on a roll call vote.  
Ayes: Six (6) Bakeman, Burling, Dodd, Laylin, Lucas, and Schuur   

Nays:  None (0)     

Absent:  None (0)  

Abstain:  None (0) 

 

COMMENTS 

Councilmember Burling tendered his resignation affective at the end of this meeting, in order to focus     

on his health. 

 

APPOINTMENT 

Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin, appointed an executive committee including Councilmembers Dodd                                     

(for Ward 1) and Lucas (for Ward 2) to consider the nomination of former-councilmember Randy                               

Gross to fulfill the remaining term vacated by Burling (Ward 3). Committee recommended Gross to                   

fill the vacancy.  Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin appointed Randy Gross to complete the current term. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Upon motion by Councilmember Dodd and seconded by Councilmember Laylin, the Dowagiac 

City Council adjourned at 7:20 PM. 

 

 

 

________________________________       _________________________________ 

Donald D. Lyons, Mayor   Jane P. Wilson, Clerk  

 


